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Borough Bulletin  ~  19 March 2026 

Friday 20 March 2026 
Interschool Sports Round 7 – St Mary’s PS V GPS – Away 
Special Visitor Day – Prep to Grade 2 – 9:10am to 11:00am 

Monday 23 March 2026 School Council Meeting – 7:00pm 

Thursday 19 March 2026 Prep to Grade 2 Special Visitors Day – 9:10am to 11:00am 

Friday 27 March 2026 
Interschool Sports Finals 
2026 Camp Weekaway 3rd Instalment Due 
International Student Visit – Grades 4 to 6 

Tuesday 31 March 2026 Harmony Day 

Wednesday 01 April 2026 International Student Visit – Grades 4 to 6 

Thursday 02 April 2026 
Easter Bonnet Parade – 9:10am 
Last Day of Term 1 – Early finish – 1:30pm 

Friday 03 April 2026 Good Friday Public Holiday 

Monday 20 April 2026 First Day of Term 2 

Friday 24 April 2025 
ANZAC Day Service – 10:50am 
Interschool Sports Round 1 – GPS V Norris Bank PS – Home 

Principal’s Report 

It’s hard to believe that in 2 weeks from today, it will be the last day of term, and we’ll be having our Easter 

Parade!  Whilst this has been a very productive term with all the usual class and extracurricular programs, it 

has also been very challenging with the ongoing issues caused by the power surge on the eve of students’ 

return to school.  Many of the problems have been rectified, however we are still in the process of working 

with the VSBA to replace air conditioners, interactive whiteboards in some classrooms, etc. and lodge 

insurance claims for damaged appliances.  Challenges such as this, highlight how amazing our students and 

staff are.  Classes worked with little or no lighting, power and devices that are essential teaching tools in 

today’s classrooms.  Throughout it all staff just ‘got on with the job’ and ensured teaching and learning 

programs continued to be delivered at a high standard and students were engaged with their learning.  

We’re looking forward to celebrating Harmony Day next 

Tuesday 31st and acknowledging all the different cultures in 

our school, recognising our diversity.  Our Wellbeing Worker 

Robyn has included details of the day in her article later in the 

newsletter.  Students are also eagerly preparing their Easter 

Bonnets for our Easter Hat Parade at 09:15am on the last day 

of term and practising for their events.  This is always a 

highlight of our school year, especially the Grade 6 egg toss 

and egg hunt on the oval.  Family members are invited to 

attend, and we thank families in advance for supporting your 

children to make their hats.  

Raffle tickets have been sent home and if any families have any donations for the prizes, please send them 

along to the office. 

http://www.greensborough.vic.edu.au/


International Students March 27th and April 1st 

In the next fortnight we will be hosting 2 different groups of Chinese students, as they experience life in an 

Australian school for a day.  This fits in well with Harmony Week and is a great opportunity for further cross-

cultural exchanges.  Mr Derrick has organised an Aussie Rules football clinic for each group, so they have 

an appreciation of our much-loved game. 

Bring and Buy Table 

Thank you to families who have donated goods for our Bring and Buy Table.  There has a terrific assortment 

of brand-new items on sale for a fraction of their retail cost.  All funds raised are being put towards covering 

the cost of the bus for grades 3 – 6 Camp.  Families are welcome to pop in at drop off or pick up, and browse 

the wonderful selection of books, toys,  craft items and much, much more! 

 

Industrial Action - Tuesday 24 March 

The Australian Education Union has called on its members to take strike action on Tuesday 24 March 2026. 

At this stage I do not have information of how many staff will be taking part in the strike action.  As soon as I 

have this information, I will advise families in a COMPASS post. 

In line with DET protocols, some students may have a normal program for the day, with modifications and 

some may not be required to attend.  If this causes any families difficulties, in particular if you are a critical 

services worker, please get in touch as soon as possible if your child’s class is affected.  

NAPLAN 

Congratulations to our Grade 3 and Grade 5 students who completed NAPLAN over the last fortnight, 

especially with the very challenging situation of the system crashing for the Grade 5 Writing Test.  This was 

very stressful for students and staff who were trying to rectify the problem before being advised it was a 

nationwide outage.  I commend students and teachers for their resilience in rescheduling and completing the 

tests to the best of their ability.  The protocols for NAPLAN testing are very different to the regular class 

routines as students complete work within a strict time limit and are unable to speak to classmates or ask for 

assistance.  Whilst teachers prepare students for these conditions and practise navigating the online platform, 

our preparations were restricted this year due to our inability to charge our laptops when the power surge 

‘fried’ our charging stations.  This was very challenging, especially for our Grade 3 students, who needed to 

build on the work they began last year on transitioning from iPads to notebooks.  With power being restored 

only 2 weeks before NAPLAN began, students only had a short window to become familiar with the new 

devices.  Again, I commend students and staff for their determination to build their skills and their calm 

approach to managing the situation.  
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Annual privacy reminder for our school community 

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where 

permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’ privacy collection notice. 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy, https://greensborough.vic.edu.au/ourschool/#policies, 

describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students.  The policy also explains 

when parent consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn.  

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for 

Education safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information.  If after 

reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Microsoft 365/Google 

Workspace for Education, please contact the school. 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. This information 

is also available in eleven community languages: Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, Dari, Gujarati, Mandarin, Somali, 

Sudanese, Turkish, Urdu and Vietnamese. 

 

We were saddened this week to learn the recent house fire in Greensborough was the home of a past 

Greensborough Primary family.  We were greatly relieved that members of the family are safe and well.  The 

terrific community spirit is evident in dealing with the loss and our thoughts are with the family.  We were also 

very pleased we were able to support Launchpad when the students and staff evacuated the Childcare Centre 

and took haven in our Library.  GPS staff rallied to the occasion providing drinks and play equipment and 

ensuring all children made it safely to and from our school.  

Regards, 

Angela Morritt 

Principal 
 

Food Share Drive 

Thank you to the families who have donated personal hygiene items for 

Foodshare.  There is currently a great need for personal hygiene items, such as 

shampoo/conditioner, toothbrushes/toothpaste, soaps, etc.  If any families are 

able to make a donation of goods it will be greatly appreciated.  We have a 

collection box in the foyer and thank everyone in advance for your support. 

 

Emergency Management and Anaphylaxis Drills 

Student safety is very important to us at Greensborough Primary and each term we practise emergency 

management drills.  This includes evacuations, lock-ins and treatment of an anaphylactic reaction in the yard 

or classroom.  Prior to our drills, teachers discuss correct procedures in a sensitive and age-appropriate 

manner with their grades.  Each time we rehearse we commend our students on their calm, prompt 

responses.  Our OH&S Rep, Claire E. or Anaphylaxis Coordinator Rebecca G. act as observers to our drills 

and complete a DET checklist so that we can acknowledge what’s working well and address any areas for 

improvement.  Whilst none of the staff have ever had to evacuate or administer an EpiPen to a student in 

our teaching careers, being prepared is always our best management option. 

 

  

https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://greensborough.vic.edu.au/our
https://greensborough.vic.edu.au/our-school/#policies
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/30
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations
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Hi Everyone!  

HARMONY DAY was first celebrated in Australia in 1999.  People 

celebrate it by reflecting on the ways they can live in harmony with their 

neighbours . In 1998, the government commissioned a study into the 

nature of racism that highlighted a greater need for people to ‘live in 

harmony’.  As a result, Harmony Day was created to encourage 

everyone to respect each other and appreciate the country’s vibrant 

multicultural background.  

How do we celebrate Harmony Day?  Harmony Day is a celebration of 

our cultural diversity – a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls 

Australia home regardless of cultural or linguistic background, united by 

a set of core Australian values. 

Held every year on 21 March, the Day coincides with the United Nations 

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 

Fascinating facts – Some interesting statistics about Australia's diversity today 

from latest Census Data: 

• 29.1% of Australia's population were born overseas. 

• 51.5 % of Australian residents were born overseas (first generation) or have a parent born overseas 

(second generation). 

• We identify with over 300 ancestries in Australia. 

• 812,728 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.  This is an increase of 25.2% since 

2016, representing 3.2% of the population. 

• 167 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages were used at home by 76,978 Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples.  The most widely reported language groups used were Arnhem Land and Daly 

River Region Languages (14.5%) and Torres Strait Island Languages (12.0%). 

• Since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia. 

• The top five most reported ancestries included English 33.0%, Australian 29.9%, Irish 9.5%, Scottish 8.6% 

and Chinese 5.5%. 

• Mandarin is the most common language other than English spoken in Australia with 685,274 people 

using Mandarin at home. 

• This is followed by Arabic (367,159 people), Vietnamese (320,758 people), and Cantonese (295,281 

people). 

• Punjabi had the largest increase, showing 239,033 people using Punjabi at home. 

• Nepali featured in the top five languages used at home in both ACT (1.3%) and Tasmania (1.3%).  

• 85% of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia. 
 

Use these tips to spark your children’s curiosity about whom they (and others) 

are in their world: 

1. I love you/我愛你/Te quiero.  Teaching your children words in the 

native language(s) of your family is a personal way to introduce them 

to different cultures, as well as family history 

2. Celebrating others.  Children’s books are wonderful resources, such 

as: It’s Okay to be Different (diversity); The Skin You Live In 

(acceptance); Same, Same But Different (culture and geography); 

Whoever You Are (diversity);  

3. Exposure to other cultures brings personal meaning.  Here are more hands-on activities you can try:  

• Encourage cross-racial/ethnic/religious/ability friendships. 

• Expose your children to foods from different cultures 

https://www.abs.gov.au/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316043478/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0316043478&linkCode=as2&tag=pbpa-20&linkId=R7WAKDR2A6G7KGFC
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0975958003/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0975958003&linkCode=as2&tag=pbpa-20&linkId=FDCSUW43W2ZOW3FB
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805089462/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805089462&linkCode=as2&tag=pbpa-20&linkId=N5GW7CO37FERQANS
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0152060308/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0152060308&linkCode=as2&tag=pbpa-20&linkId=MUVPYSBX4WDUDRXR
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• Attend different events/festivals that celebrate a particular ethnic group, holiday or personal 

accomplishment, like the Special Olympics, the Chinese New Year or Holi, the Hindu festival of 

colours. 

• Whether big or small, children’s or history museums house an abundance of artefacts from 

different cultures and countries.  

4. The most powerful role model.  Children become culturally sensitive and respectful when they see 

adults who are culturally sensitive and respectful, and who take a stand against bias, racism or 

insensitivity. 

HARMONY DAY AT GPS – TUESDAY, MARCH 31st 

Wear ORANGE or dress in clothing depicting your culture – on TUESDAY, 

MARCH 31st WHEN GREENSBORUGH PRIMARY WILL CELEBRATE OUR 

HARMONY DAY!  

On the official Harmony Week website, it tells us that ‘orange is the colour 

chosen to represent Harmony Week’ as it ‘signifies social communication and 

meaningful conversations.  It also relates to the freedom of ideas and 

encouragement of mutual respect.’  

So, encourage your children to wear something orange or dress in the national costume of your 

culture when we as a school will celebrate Harmony Day on TUESDAY, MARCH 31st to show your 

support for cultural diversity and an inclusive Australia.  

Harmony Day is a time to celebrate each other and our different stories, no matter where we have come 

from.  Our schools in Australia are full of beautiful children, teachers and staff from many cultural backgrounds 

and EVERY day should be Harmony Day. 

By helping your child understand and respect similarities and differences, you will help him realize he is a 

wonderfully unique person among many other wonderfully unique people on this earth. 

Robyn Mulholland  

Student Wellbeing Coordinator 

 

  

Tuesday only 

robyn.mulholland@education.vic.gov.au 

https://www.harmony.gov.au/
http://www.harmony.gov.au/
mailto:robyn.mulholland@education.vic.gov.au
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Pupil of the Week  

2026 ~ Term 1 ~ Week 6 

Prep Zeke 

Zeke, you demonstrated dedication by sticking with your work 

even when it is a challenge and you persisted.  Keep up your 

positive attitude, Zeke! 

Grade 

1/2 A 
Mia 

Mia has been showing amazing dedication to her learning.  She 

is also very kind and helpful to her peers.  Keep up the wonderful 

work, Mia! 

Grade 

1/2 B 
Jethro 

Jethro has been showing great determination in his learning.  

Fantastic work, Jethro.  

Grade 

3/4 A 
Harriet 

Harriet has been working exceptionally hard in all subject areas 

and is an amazing role model for her peers.  Amazing work, 

Harriet! 

Grade 

3/4 B 
Celeste 

Celeste, I am very impressed by your thoughtfulness and effort 

towards your writing!  I am excited to see where your narrative 

goes! 

Grade 

5/6 A 
Lily 

Lily has consistently demonstrated a positive attitude towards 

everything she does.  Thanks for making our classroom so bright, 

Lily! 

Grade 

5/6 B  

Casper & 

Jasper 

Jasper and Casper have been demonstrating our school values 

as though they have been learning at Greensborough Primary 

School since Prep!  We have been so fortunate to learn with you! 

Art 
Mary  

5/6B 

Mary has shown enthusiasm and creativity in the artroom.  She 

has put so much effort into her abstract vase of flowers artwork.  

Well done, Mary! 

Library  Lola  5/6B 

Lola has been providing detailed explanations of the multiple 

cause-and-effect relationships in the book ‘The Rabbits’.  Well 

done, Lola  

LOTE 

Mandarin 

Indie  

3/4A 

Indie has been confidently writing down today's date in Chinese 

and also day of the week. 

PE Lily  5/6A 
Lily, your confidence and skills are really developing.  Keep up 

the great work! 

STEM 
Philippa  

5/6A 

Philippa always works enthusiastically with all tasks that are 

being completed in the STEM room.  Keep being a great role 

model, Philippa. 

ISS 
Noah 

3/4B 

Noah has shown great leadership and determination during ISS 

Bat tennis.  Keep it up, Noah. 
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Pupil of the Week  

2026 ~ Term 1 ~ Week 7 

Prep Isla 

Isla has been supporting her peers in classroom routines and 

work.  Fantastic positive attitude in supporting your friends in 

class and teacher.  Well done, Isla! 

Grade 

1/2 A 
Amelia 

Amelia has been showing kindness to her classmates and 

helping them when they need.  She has also been working hard 

in all her activities.  Well done, Amelia! 

Grade 

1/2 B 
Alaana 

Alaana has been showing a great, positive attitude with all her 

schoolwork and helping out her peers.  

Grade 

3/4 A 
Patrick 

Patrick has been showing great respect for his learning.  He 

eagerly accepts new challenges, and invites a 'CAN DO' 

attitude.  Because of this, he bounces back when things don't 

go to plan and uses his joyful sense of humour to pick himself up.  

He makes us all smile. 

Grade 

3/4 B 
Denva 

Denva, your flexibility and positivity throughout the past few 

weeks have made for some outstanding achievements in 

learning!  Well done! 

Grade 

5/6 A 
Zac 

Zac has had a wonderful start at GPS!  We are so happy to have 

you, Zac! 

Grade 

5/6 B  
Lola 

Lola has been displaying responsible time management skills to 

ensure she is achieving all her goals.  Your continuous positive 

outlook in life is what we all need, Lola! 

Art Fariz  3/4B 

Fariz has listened well to instructions and taken on teacher 

feedback as he worked hard on applying different colour values 

to create the illusion of a 3D object.  Well done, Fariz! 

Library  
Delaney  

Prep 

Delaney has been listening carefully to our story, sharing her 

favourite part and helping to keep the library space tidy. 

LOTE 

Mandarin 

Liam  

3/4A 

Liam has been working hard learning about dragon dancing.  

He folded a beautiful paper dragon. 

PE 
Fatima  

5/6B 

P.E's Pupil of the Week has been Fatima for your hard work and 

never give up attitude. 

STEM 
Harley  

1/2B 

Harley has been working hard to identify ways to help reduce 

food wastage.  Super work this week, Harley. 
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